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Notes to readers 
 

 

 

The source documents for this file were held in the National Railways of Zimbabwe 

Drawing Office in Bulawayo.  They were discovered, in March 1998, while I was  

helping with searching for a complete set of drawings of the 15
th
 Class locomotives 

after No. 398 had been purchased by a private group in New Zealand for eventual 

export to that country. 

 

Some of the original documents were duplicated copies, hence the slightly indistinct 

type in some places.  Some were themselves photocopies. These were photocopied 

(with permission) on to A4 size paper while in the Drawing Office and the 

photocopies scanned when we were back in New Zealand. 

 

The scanned files have been lightly “Photoshopped” to remove most of the artefacts 

resulting from the photocopying and scanning processes and to increase the contrast 

to make them more readable. 

 

Any alterations, amendments or corrections done by hand have all been left in place 

and this file contains reasonably accurate reproductions of the originals. 

 

There are four different original documents making up this file but, since they are all 

relevant to steel or copper boiler plates, it was felt desirable to keep them together. 

 

Two are Rhodesian Railways material specifications, one is from South African 

Railways and Harbours, and one is from a steel supplier. 

 

  

Alan Bailey 

December 2010 
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